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Overview 
This document aims to provide everyone who has recently joined and is already part 
of Sikher’s development with a full scope (hence the title ‘The Sikher Scope’) and 
clear vision as to where Sikher Version 1.0 is heading. With a collective and unified 
vision we shall be able to delegate roles within the project more easily and can 
understand how each of our roles contribute towards the rest of the project as a 
whole. 
 
I also think this document shall be of special importance to other open source 
developers who may just be starting new projects of their own and want to code in 
the Python programming language to develop an application which is cross-platform. 
The entire Sikher project shall be documented fully eventually, including the 
problems we faced, could face and more importantly how we have or intend to solve 
them. 
 
Joining the Sikher project is an exciting and a not-to-be-wasted opportunity! As we 
move evermore closer to the 22nd century, new developments in technology and a 
growing open source community has allowed this project to exist but have also 
created the need for this project in the first place. This is due to the fact that 
increasingly Gurbani texts only have translations and transliterations in English yet 
still not all Gurbani texts even have translations at all, never mind transliterations. 
 
We must all understand that the success of this project is critical. This shall, I 
foresee, create an everlasting impression on the world and with this project shall 
arise new off-shoots and sub open source projects based on the Sikher engine and 
code. One thing is certain, if this project is successful (which it will be), the world 
shall never be the same again! 
 
I’m also forever indebted to those developers that have joined the Sikher project and 
offered their services in kind to also work on this marvellous and revolutionary 
project. I continue to plea to all who may have a little free time to come forward and 
join our small team of developers --- you won’t regret it! 
 
All I can do is hope and trust in God to continue to provide us with the strength to 
carry this project on and that may it help people to discover the Truth for 
themselves, wherever they may be and whatever language they may speak, and 
help others to do the same forevermore. 
 
Forever grateful and amazed, 
Jasdeep Singh. 

Satnaam (God’s Name is Truth) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note: All Developers must at least read Our Vision, Sikher Basics, The When, 

The What, The How and The Current Team. But, try to read it all!!! 
Note: There is a lot of jargon in this document. Please use the Glossary to help you 

find definitions to terms. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Contributions 
Many people have contributed to this document, I’d just like to mention them. 

 Paramdeep Singh - helped in defining an achievable scope for the project 
 Kulwant Singh - completed the technical side of this document 
 Sukhjinder Sidhu - for great advice, support and encouragement on how to 

move to a Gurmukhi Unicode based system 
 
Other people that have not been mentioned but have helped support what we do. 
 
Many websites have also contributed ideas to this document: 

 Sikhnet.com 
 Guca.sf.net 
 Ibm.com (open source projects) 
 Apache.org 
 Sourceforge.net 
 Sikhitothemax.com 
 Srigranth.org 
 Gurbanifiles.org 
 Unicode.org 

 
Other websites that have not been mentioned but have helped support what we do. 
 
Great thanks and blessings to them. 
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Our Vision 
This can be said in a simple one liner. 
 
To develop a cross-platform Gurbani application which eliminates the 
barriers of language so that all may have access to and be able to 
understand the messages of Gurbani. 
 
This is and should be our vision for this project. We need to understand that it is 
vital for all of us to share this one vision and engrain it into our souls (if that’s 
possible). Another important thing to consider is that as Open Source developers we 
don’t wish to reinvent the wheel!!! I can’t stress it enough! We shall use all resources 
available to us to ensure the success of this project. 

The Name ‘Sikher’ 
The project name ‘Sikher’ comes from two words, ‘Sikh’ meaning a learner and a 
‘Seeker’ meaning a person that wishes to find something. Since both words ‘Sikh’ 
and ‘Seek’ are pronounced in the same way phonetically the word ‘Sikher’ is really 
just a clever play on words which is also relevant to the project too because, as 
Sikhs, we are seeking for the Truth by attempting to understand the message of 
Gurbani. I dreamt this word up overnight when I’d decided on starting this project in 
September 2004, call it Divine inspiration if you may. 

Sikhism Basics 
Sikhism is a way of life, not a religion, that accepts all religions as being Divine in 
their fundamentals. The fact that there is One God means that Sikhs do not place 
emphasis on converting people, because religion is irrelevant when you die and does 
not go with you, instead Sikhism places emphasis on how to lead a Truthful life and 
discover Truth through good actions. Religion is therefore irrelevant but actions do
matter. At the heart of Sikhism can be found 3 principles: 

1. Meditation 
2. Selfless Service 
3. Honest Living 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note: By religion being irrelevant it is not meant that religion itself is of no purpose 
but instead names are irrelevant. Whether one person is a Christian, Muslim, Hindu, 
Buddhist or Jew does not matter, what matters is the very purpose of religion itself, 

the pursuit of Truth. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sikher Basics 
Sikher shall pave the way to understanding. For millennia whole civilisations have 
had continued debates on many issues like what is the meaning of life, why is there 
so much suffering and how the world began. Science has helped provide some 
answers and philosophy has attempted to answer others. Sikher shall help further in 
a person’s pursuit to find answers to these key ultimate questions of life by providing 
translations to the many Sikh scriptures which contain within them many deep 
messages. 



TTTHHHEEE   SSSIIIKKKHHHEEERRR   SSSCCCOOOPPPEEE   
Detailed Specification for Sikher Version 1.0 

The Sikher Project | 6 of 14 ~ The Who 

 

 

 

t

t

 
Here are the Sikher Version 1.0 features: 

 Cross platform program which works with Windows, Linux and Mac 
 Internationalised (i18n) program which is available in 5 languages 
 Gurbani built-in including Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, 5 Daily Banis, Ardaas, 

Bhai Gurdaas Vaars and Amrit Keertan 
 Gurbani translated and transliterated into 5 languages 
 Gurbani available in Devanagari and Shahmukhi (this is still under 

consideration) 
 Advanced searching capabilities in both Gurmukhi and the other languages 

including by words, letters and phrases 
 Slide and slideshow function shows each line of Gurbani with/without 

translation or transliteration in Powerpoint, OpenOffice or with the Sikher’s 
built in abilities. There is also a button to display ‘Waheguru - wonderful God’ 
for use in Meditation. 

 Akand paath function which allows for the continuous reading of the Gurbani 
(integral part of the Sikh way of life) 

 Hukamnama func ion which takes the reader to a random page in the 
scriptures (integral part of the Sikh way of life) 

 Project function which allows a user to save the order in which hymns appear 
in a slide show 

 Export function which allows a user to export hymns in a variety of formats 
including html, xml and pdf 

 Impor  function which allows a user to import a new language, translation or 
bani into Sikher 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note: These are only the features set for the Sikher Version 1.0 roadmap. Other 

versions shall contain many more features, however we feel that Sikher Version 1.0 
should provide the bare necessities of a Gurbani searching program and nothing 

more. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Who 
No we’re not talking about the band, we’re talking about who is Sikher for. The 
answer is that Sikher is made for the entire world. No actually, the entire universe, 
assuming that alien civilisations more advanced than ours can still run our primitive 
Python applications. Sikher is especially designed to appeal to the youth of today and 
encourage them back into the original teachings of the Sikh way of life through 
reading translations and transliterations of Gurbani (word of the Guru). Sikher 
contains many tools (discussed in detail in ‘The What’ section) which allows for 
detailed analysis of Gurbani and which should hopefully entice the youth to discover 
the Truth for themselves. 

The Why 
Sikher is meant to spread the Truth, allow people to discover the Truth and to 
propagate the Truth to the entire humanity so that all can benefit from its messages 
by overcoming the boundaries of language and geographical location using the 
power and spread of the Internet and translations to take the message of Sikhism 
across the globe. 
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The When 
We aim to release Sikher Version 1.0 by January 1st 2006, ideally Dec 31st 2005 so 
that people may download it the New Year. By then Sikher should have been tested 
thoroughly and marketed ready for launch. 

The What 
This section is by far the biggest and possibly the most complex too, so read 
carefully. Sikher Version 1.0 shall contain the following functionality: 

Cross-platform 
As developers we feel that a program should be made to be as future-proof as 
possible, for this reason it’s important to have a program which is cross-platform. 
Linux and Mac are slowly emerging operating systems which will be increasingly 
popular in the future, so instead of Sikher having to be rebuilt in 20 years time to be 
made compatible with these operating systems we’re planning for the future today. 
For this reason we’re using Python to program Sikher which is cross-platform and 
WxPython for the GUI, which is also cross-platform. 

Translations 
Many of the texts in the Gurbani Searcher shall be translated to all languages. By all 
languages we mean the 5 following ones: 

□ English 
□ French 
□ Spanish 
□ Russian 
□ German 

 
We have chosen these 5 languages taking into account various factors. One major 
determinant was the time that it shall take to translate the selected Gurbani texts 
into different languages. Since there are hundreds of languages with each of their 
various dialects and variations it was clearly not feasible to translate the Gurbani into 
all languages. So we decided to decide languages on the basis of their influence 
which was determined by the following factors: 

□ Number of primary speakers 
□ Number of secondary speaks 
□ Economic power of countries under the language 
□ Number of major areas of human activity in which the language is 

important 
□ Number and population of countries using the language 
□ Socio-literary prestige of the language. 

 
Portuguese and Arabic were also on the short list but we ruled them out for Sikher 
Version 1.0 simply because of the fact that not many people know how to 
understand Gurmukhi (language of the Gurbani), know fluent English and fluent 
Portuguese --- all 3 of which would be required for accurate translating of Gurbani 
into another language. With Arabic there were all coding issues involved in which the 
entire GUI (Graphical User Interface) of Sikher would have to be rewritten and 
recreated right-to-left as opposed to the traditional left-to-right interface. 
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The following scriptures have been chosen to be in this release of Sikher: 
Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
This is the Sikh holy scripture made of 1430 pages. 
 
Translated [All 5 Languages] 
Transliterated [All 5 Languages] 

5 Daily Banis 
These are the agreed hymns from various Sikh scriptures that are meant to be read 
every day. They are therefore essential for people using Sikher to aid them in daily 
prayers, especially the youth. 
 
Translated [All 5 Languages] 
Transliterated [All 5 Languages] 
 
Ardaas 
This is the standing meditation or prayer done to the Almighty to bless us with 
understanding and humility. It is used in Gurdwaras all over the world. 
 
Translated [All 5 Languages] 
Transliterated [All 5 Languages] 
 
Bhai Gurdaas Vaars 
These scriptures written by Bhai Gurdaas Ji, a mystic, great philosopher and poet 
who wrote the first version of the Guru Granth Sahib, called the Adi Granth, under 
the instruction of the 5th Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Arjan Dev Ji. These scriptures are 
said to be the key to understanding the Shri Guru Granth Sahib and are therefore 
vital to the Sikher project. 
 
Translated [English] 
Transliterated [All 5 languages] 
 
Amrit Keertan 
These are a collection of Shabads or hymns used in meditation and Kirtan - singing 
of God’s praises. They are not a priority, but for Sikher v1.0 they may be included. 
 
Translated [No translations – most likely] 
Transliterated [All 5 languages] 

Advanced Searcher 
The search function should possess abilities to be able to search in Gurmukhi, the 
translations and transliterations. It should be able to search by Raag (musical 
melody), Writer (e.g. Bhagat Kabeer Ji), Scripture (e.g. Bhai Gurdaas Vaars), Page 
and Line. There should also be filtering capabilities too which narrow down search 
results even further (e.g. with all of words, with the exact phrase, with at least one 
of the phrases, without the words). Also, search results should be able to be sorted 
by Raag, Writer, Scripture, Page and Line. 

Slide Shows 
The slide show function should allow shabads (hymns) or pages (angs) to be 
displayed in full screen on PowerPoint, OpenOffice or with Sikher’s built in slide show 
making ability. The slide show should be fully customisable with the ability to add in 
music and video too, custom slides as well as the scripture itself. Options shall 
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include the ability to show transliterations and translations on the slide show and 
show the scripture, writer, raag, page and line numbers on demand. 

Make a Pro ect 
The project function should allow a user to save the order in which hymns appear in 
the slide show as a small file. Because each line of Gurbani shall have its own unique 
identifier, the saved file shall just make reference to these lines and alert Sikher to 
load them. 

The How 
Again this is a large section and mainly for developers to help them understand the 
workings of Sikher. 

Database 
This is probably the first most important thing for Sikher, a database. Everything will 
query the database because the database will be constantly changed and added to 
and will therefore be the heart of the program. 
 
(1) How should we create the database? What should we use? Python API, MySQL, 
Custom made database? The database will be quite large and needs to be flexible 
too so that translations can be added and changed. Can this database be put online 
so that people don’t need to email us their translations? Is the database future-proof 
and compatible with other operating systems? 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Custom made database – mySQL not optimised for text/translation 
data. 

Translations 
Ideally we need some sort of an industry used tool for translating which helps in re-
using already translated words and can scan through websites and documents and 
automatically translate much of the untranslated texts. A tool like this would be very 
helpful but may be costly or involve a steep learning curve - anyone know of any? 
 
What I propose is that people wanting to translate should firstly come forward and 
then what we will do is create a BabelFish translation of all the texts first using the 
English translation that we have. This will contain the main words that should be 
used, it will then be a case of people rearranging and maybe modifying words 
slightly. This should help to decrease the time we take in translating but also ensure 
that translations are of the highest quality. 
 
(1) How should we store our translations? Some type of compression maybe? CSV 
file? Text document? We need to be able to modify them easily. 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Text file or XML document.  
 
(2) How should we do the BabelFish job? Is there any way to connect to the 
BabelFish translation service through a bit of code? It may take forever to do 
manually. 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Visit this website: 
http://aspn.activestate.com/ASPN/Cookbook/Python/Recipe/64937/index_txt
 

http://aspn.activestate.com/ASPN/Cookbook/Python/Recipe/64937/index_txt
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(3) Do we make some sort of sub-program for translating? Is there one readily 
available? Translations need to be checked by us, how will people send us the 
translations? The system needs to be automated so that we’re not bombarded with 
emails? Should it be an online system? 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: I think it would be best to have a special mail group.  We can then 
add our email addresses (idea: to make it easier to manage don’t use your main 
email address but create a new address). 
Jasdeep’s Reply: In that case I’ll set up a “sikher-translators” mailing list. 

Transliterations 
This task shall be automated with the use of specialised open source software made 
by IBM. The current code is not updated to use the latest version of Unicode so 
some characters like Bindi and Ik-Ong-Kaar symbol will not transliterate correctly or 
at all. The code had been written in Java so should be able to be modified for our 
needs. I foresee no problems with transliterations. 

Advanced Searcher 
This needs to be a quick piece of code. It should query the database and print the 
results to the screen. I don’t foresee any major problems with this, in fact it may be 
the simplest piece of code. 
 
(1) How can this be achieved in Python? Using some sort of if option box 1 is 
selected then search database wo ds for sea ch st ing [a b]? 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Advanced searcher is not a quick piece of code.  A quick piece of 
code will give you a Simple Searcher, which can then be extended to incorporate 
Advanced features.  The user should be able to input search terms. Major terms like 
gurmukh, nidhaan etc will have references stored in the system so they can be found 
easily. 

Slide Shows 
This could take a while to implement. Really it is just the text being printed to a 
screen directly from the database after being formatted and options chosen. 
 
(1) Is this reinventing the wheel? Should we not focus on trying to solely use 
Powerpoint or OpenOffice instead of trying to make our own? Is there any need for 
this feature? 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Not sure. Is it used a lot in Sikhi2TheMax? 
Jasdeep’s Reply: Yes, Sikhitothemax somehow links to Powerpoint and displays the 
Gurbani as slides. It is what Sikhitothemax is known for!!! I have found 
http://mindia.sourceforge.net/, this may be the solution to this problem so it’s just a 
matter of adapting it now. 

Make a Pro ect j
This will involve making a small file which directly queries the database and just 
contains links. These links are fed into Sikher in a certain order resulting in the 
output. Links may be to sound files, video files, other documents or a shabad (hymn) 
or an ang (page) of Gubani. 
 
(1) How is making a project any different to creating a slideshow? Do we really need 
this feature? Can we not just add this feature to the Slide Show function? 

http://mindia.sourceforge.net/
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Kulwant’s Reply: My guess is that a slideshow is an optional component of a project. 
Jasdeep’s Reply: Yes, agreed. 
 
(2) How will Sikher handle this file of links? Surely Sikher cannot play videos and 
music files, we’ll end up re-creating Microsoft Powerpoint. Does Python even have 
such functionality? We don’t want to create a media player but at the same time we 
want people to be able to customise and use the Gurbani data in different ways 
beyond the Sikhitothemax functionality. 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Take a look at http://edna.sourceforge.net/
Jasdeep’s Reply: Again, http://mindia.sourceforge.net/ and 
http://imgv.sourceforge.net/ may be a better bet because they deal with many 
media formats instead of just mp3. 

Akand Paath 
A scrolling screen. The pace of the scrolling can be changed. There is a navigation 
pane which allows you to skip to the next section of Gurbani and also to pause the 
scrolling. There is also a timer which allows a person to learn how to read Gurbani 
quicker. 
 
(1) I can visualise it but don’t know how to implement it. Any ideas? 
 
Kulwant’s Reply: Don’t know yet. Get back to me on this, I may have more ideas 
later. 

Hukamnama 
A simple random function which shall choose a random passage in the Guru Granth 
Sahib. You should be able to choose whether to display as a slide show or not. 
 
(1) Should just be a choose number between 1 and 1430  link to database and 
display the page on screen 

 ,

 
Kulwant’s Reply: Agreed. 

Sikher Dictionary 
This is a project in its own right. The Sikher Dictionary attempts to create a 
dictionary of all the words in the Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji with meanings in English 
and the other chosen languages. This shall be added to Sikher at some point, 
however it is unlikely to be part of Version 1.0 to the vastness of the project. We 
may however decide to put in the Gurbani dictionary without English meanings and 
somehow create a system whereby people who download Sikher 1.0 can add their 
definitions to the individual words. They can then export their definitions and send 
them to us for adding to the next release, this way we use the community to the 
fullest which is what this project is all about. 

The Current Team 
At the moment our team is nice, small and manageable. In fact we’ve had so many 
people joining from different walks of life, it’s great! I’m sure we’ll work very well 
together to complete this project! 

http://edna.sourceforge.net/
http://mindia.sourceforge.net/
http://imgv.sourceforge.net/
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The Team so Far 
Actual 
Name 

Public 
Name Login Name Experience/Role Internal Email Skills 

Profile
Gagan 
Deep 
Singh 

gagan40404 gagan40404 Developer - C, C++, VB, 
ASP 

gagan40404 at 
users.sourceforge.net Private 

Kulwant 
Singh TheTempest kb498  

(Admin) Developer - all 
programming languages 

known to man 

kb498 at 
users.sourceforge.net Private 

Jasdeep 
Singh J4zzyB khalsa1000  

(Admin) Project Manager 
- GUI, basic programming, 

graphics 

khalsa1000 at 
users.sourceforge.net View

Navtej 
Singh nav12 nav12

Developer - DBA ( Mainly 
Oracle, but also SQL 
Server), C and C++ 

nav12 at 
users.sourceforge.net Private 

Pawanjit 
Singh pawan pawanjit_singh Developer - C++, Java, 

Perl, Python 
pawanjit_singh at 

users.sourceforge.net Private 

Tajinder 
Singh sikh sikh Developer sikh at 

users.sourceforge.net Private 

Sukhjinder 
Singh Sukh sukhuk Advisor/Mentor/Consultant sukhuk at 

users.sourceforge.net View

 
Harpreet Singh and Nina Kaur both who are translators that can speak many 
languages vital to this project should hopefully also be joining us shortly. Parwinder 
Singh should also be joining us hopefully as our marketing and promotions guy. 

Mailing List 
This is the mailing list to which all developers must join. To subscribe go to 
http://lists.sourceforge.net/lists/listinfo/sikher-developers, type in your email, choose 
a password and how you’d like to receive the email (preferably not daily otherwise 
this may slow down communication). 
 
Once you’re joined to send an email to the other developers, just send an email to: 

sikher-developers@lists.sourceforge.net
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Note: All developers MUST join the sikher mailing list. The bottom line is - we need 

to communicate more!!! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
I’ll be shortly setting up: 

sikher-translators@lists.sourceforge.net
 
This is so to increase communication between our translating team and the admin 
who shall regulate the translations. I’ll email you all once its set up. 

The Final Word 
We’ll be preparing separate documents which show our deadlines, the full team and 
our chosen set roles. We’ll try and match people’s interests and experience to their 
role so to make our team as efficient as possible. I feel now that we’re on the road 
to something great. The greatest part of it is working with great people!!! Satnaam. 
(God’s Name is Truth) 

http://sourceforge.net/users/gagan40404/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1174105
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1174105
http://sourceforge.net/users/kb498/
http://sourceforge.net/users/kb498/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1108484
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1108484
http://sourceforge.net/users/khalsa1000/
http://sourceforge.net/users/khalsa1000/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1105160
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1105160
http://sourceforge.net/people/viewprofile.php?user_id=1105160
http://sourceforge.net/users/nav12/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1185500
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1185500
http://sourceforge.net/users/pawanjit_singh/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1172120
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1172120
http://sourceforge.net/users/sikh/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1178506
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=1178506
http://sourceforge.net/users/sukhuk/
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=987867
http://sourceforge.net/sendmessage.php?touser=987867
http://sourceforge.net/people/viewprofile.php?user_id=987867
http://lists.sourceforge.net/lists/listinfo/sikher-developers
mailto:sikher-developers@lists.sourceforge.net
mailto:sikher-translators@lists.sourceforge.net
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Glossary 
Adi - Literally meaning ‘first’ 
Akand Paath - A 48 hour continuous reading of the Shri Guru Granth Sahib 
Anand - Everlasting happiness or bliss 
Ang - Literally meaning ‘limb’ and is used to describe the pages of the Shri guru 
Granth Sahib Ji. The Sikh holy scripture is treated like a living Emperor and as a 
result does not have pages but instead has limbs. If one of these limbs become 
damaged they are stitched back with a needle and silk thread much like a human 
Ardaas - A standing prayer to the Almighty 
Bani - Literally meaning ‘the Word’ 
Bhai Gurdaas - A renowned scholar, poet, philosopher and mystic that wrote the 
first version of the Shri Guru Granth Sahib called the Adi Granth, under the guidance 
of the fifth human Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Arjan Dev Ji. 
Devanagari - The Hindi script common in the Eastern countries 
Granth - Literally meaning ‘compilation’ 
GUI - Graphical User Interface. The front end of all computer software which aids 
the user in navigating their way around software 
Gurbani - Literally meaning ‘the Word of the Guru’ and is used to refer to all Sikh 
holy scriptures that have been written under guidance of or by the Gurus themselves 
Gurmukhi - Literally meaning ‘from the mouth of the Guru’ and is used to refer to 
the script similar to Punjabi in which the Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji is written. It was 
standardised by the second Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Angad Dev Ji 
Guru - Literally meaning ‘teacher’ or ‘guider’. Guru is made from 2 words, Gu 
meaning darkness and Ru meaning light, Guru therefore means ‘the teacher that 
guides one out of the darkness to the light of God’. The ‘True Guru’ thus refers to 
God 
Guru Granth Sahib - This is the main Sikh holy scripture and is the Word Guru. In 
Sikhism there were 10 human Gurus in total and the seat of Guru-ship was then 
passed to the Word forever, by the tenth Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Gobind Singh Ji. 
The Guru Granth Sahib contains within it writings of Muslim Sufi Saints and even 
Hindu Untouchables so to emphasise how religion and caste is unimportant 
Guru Granth Sahib Ji - Same as Guru Granth Sahib. Ji is added as mark of respect 
Hukamnama - Literally meaning ‘command’ or ‘order’, this is a random opening of 
the Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji usually before and after the 5 daily prayers. The 
guidance given is supposed to be pondered about throughout the day and in 
Gurdwaras is written on a board for all to see and read. Much like a general gives 
their order which must be obeyed similarly this is an order from God 
Ji - Usually added to names as a mark of respect 
Kirtan - Singing of God’s praises in special musical melodies called Raags. The Shri 
Guru Granth Sahib Ji is written in 31 musical melodies and is designed to be sung. 
Meditation - This is the act of contemplation of God and God’s creation. 
Python - An amazing programming language developed by the Open Source 
community which is used worldwide. The best in my opinion 
Raag - A musical melody. Different musical melodies affect the mind and body in 
different ways and are used throughout the Sikh holy scripture for different affects 
Satnaam - Literally meaning ‘God’s Name is Truth’ 
Shabad - Literally meaning ‘hymn’ and is usually a hymn from the Guru Granth 
Sahib 
Shahmukhi - An Urdu script based upon the Gurmukhi phonetics. This was 
developed especially so that the Muslim Sufi Sikhs who spoke Urdu could read the 
Guru Granth Sahib 
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Shri - Literally meaning ‘highest of high’ or ‘supreme’ 
Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji - same as Guru Granth Sahib. Shri is added by some to 
show how highly they regard the Guru Granth Sahib 
Sikh - Literally meaning ‘a learner’ or ‘disciple’. There are many types of Sikhs, 
Hindu Sikhs, Muslim Sikhs, Christian Sikhs, Buddhist Sikhs because Sikhism is a way 
of life not a religion 
Sikher - The new revolutionary program which allows a user to search the Sikh 
scriptures and find answers to their questions 
Sikhism - A 500 year old way of life which preaches equality in all forms  
Truth - This is what many people interpret to be in their own way, but the reality is 
that Truth is Truth and never changes but people manipulate it to suit their own 
needs. Much like how a murderer manipulates a knife. 
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